Section A: General Information
All reagents were used as received from commercial sources without further purification or prepared as described in the literature. Reactions were stirred using Teflon-coated magnetic stirring bars. TLC plates were visualized by ultraviolet light or by treatment with a spray of Pancaldi reagent {(NH4) 6 MoO 4 , Ce(SO 4 ) 2 , H 2 SO 4 , H 2 O}. Chromatographic purification of products was carried out by flash column chromatography on silica gel (60-120mesh). Melting points were determined either on DSC-60A, Schimadzu or on an electrothermal melting point apparatus and are uncorrected. Infrared spectra were recorded on a Perkin-Elmer 1650 Fourier transform spectrometer. NMR spectra were measured in CDCl 3 , DMSO-d 6 (all with TMS as internal standard) on a Varian Gemini 400 MHz FT and 500 MHz FT magnetic resonance spectrometers. Chemical shifts ( ) are reported in ppm, and coupling constants (J) are in Hz. The following abbreviations were used to explain the multiplicities: s = singlet, d = doublet, t = triplet, q = quartet, m = multiplet. Mass spectra were recorded on an HP-5989A quadrapole mass spectrometer Section B: Experimental Procedures
Synthesis of methyl 2-cyanobenzoate (10)
Methyl 2-iodobenzoate (15.0 gm, 0.05 moles, 1 eqv) was taken in a round bottom flask containing 150 mL of acetonitrile . Copper (1) cyanide (10.2 gm, 0.11 moles, 2 eqv) and catalytic amount of tetraethyl ammonium bromide were added into the reaction mixture. It was then refluxed under stirring for 10-12 hrs, and the progress of the reaction was monitored by TLC. After the completion of the reaction, the reaction mixture was filtered over celite, and celite was washed with hot acetonitrile. The combined organic layer was then concentrated under vacuum to yield a yellow coloured solid. The crude product was then purified by column chromatography using ethyl acetate and petroleum ether as eluent. Yield: 5.5 g. Yield: 60%
Synthesis of 2-amino-5-bromophenyl methanol (18)
Lithium aluminum hydride (2.6 g, 0.069 moles, 3.0 eqv) was taken in a round bottom flask under nitrogen atmosphere. The above mass was cooled to -10°C. THF (50 ml) was added to the above mass at -10 to 0 °C. 2-amino-5-bromobenzoic acid (5.0 g, 0.023 moles, 1.0 eqv) in THF (20 ml) was added to the above reaction mass keeping the internal temperature of the reaction mixture between 0-10 °C. It was then refluxed under stirring for 1-2 hrs, and the progress of the reaction was monitored by TLC. After completion of reaction, it was quenched with ethyl acetate and ice water. The reaction mass was filtered over celite and celite was washed with hot ethyl acetate (3X 25 mL). The organic layer was separated and aqueous layer was extracted with ethyl acetate (2 X 25 ml). Combined organic layer was then washed with brine (10%, 50 ml) and dried over anhydrous sodium sulphate concentrated under vacuum. Pet ether (25 ml) was added into the crude reaction mixture and filtered off the solid. The product was dried at 50 °C for 5-6 hrs.
Yield: 3.2 g. Yield: 60%
Synthesis of (2-aminophenyl) (phenyl) methanol (22)
(2-Aminophenyl)(phenyl) methanone (5.0 g, 0.037 moles, 1.0 eqv) was taken in a round bottom flask with methanol (40 mL) under nitrogen atmosphere. The above reaction mixture was cooled to 0-5 °C, and sodium borohydride (1.2 g, 0.055 moles, 1.0 eqv) was added in lot wise into the reaction mass at 0-5 °C. It was then stirred further for 1-2 hrs and the progress of the reaction was monitored by TLC. After completion of the reaction, methanol was distilled off under reduced pressure below 40 °C and water (100 mL) was added into it. The reaction mixture was stirred at 10-15 °C for 1-2 hrs. The precipitated solid was filtered off, and was dried at 50 °C for 5-6 hrs. Yield: 3.9 g. Yield: 76 %
Synthesis of isoindolo[1,2-b]quinazolin-12(10H)-one (12)
Methyl 2-cyanobenzoate (0.5 g, 0.003 moles, 1.0 eqv), 2-aminophenyl methanol (0.57 g, 0.0047 moles, 1.5 eqv) and trifluoro acetic acid (10 ml, 20.0 vol) were taken in a round bottom flask. It was then refluxed at 72 °C under stirring for 10-12 hrs, and the progress of the reaction was monitored by TLC. After completion of the reaction, it was quenched with ice water. The aqueous layer was extracted with dichloromethane (2 X 10 ml). The combined organic layer was then washed with sodium bicarbonate solution (10%, 25 ml) and dried over anhydrous sodium 
